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Abstract

One of the most important transit advantages of the country is the country's coastal location, which has doubled
the value of its transit and has given another meaning to the country's land transit positions. On the other hand,
seaport is directly related to the geopolitical position of the country and has an undeniable necessity to achieve
the country's superior transit and communication position. In this regard, the development of transit in today's
interconnected world is driven by a network of global logistics activities, and the existence of a competitive
network of global logistics services forms the backbone of international trade. Therefore, by understanding this
necessity and the importance of the role of providing maritime logistics, it is inevitable and, on this basis, it can
be the basis for the country to reach the international crossroads and become a pole in transit. Realizing this
important by providing the desired infrastructure is nothing but turning Iran into a transit and commercial hub in
the region and the world. But the achievement and provision of this important thing requires pathology and
identifying the challenges and obstacles that exist in this direction, so that possible policy and executive
proposals can be made in order to improve the maritime transit infrastructure in the horizon of the development
of the country's sea base.
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Highlight

- The maritime position is one of the most significant transit advantages of the country, serving as the
foundation for establishing the nation as a crossroads of international communications and a transit hub
in the region and the world.

- Developing maritime logistics infrastructure is essential for realizing the country's maritime potential,
requiring a thorough assessment and identification of challenges and obstacles.

- Providing maritime infrastructure and facilities, along with modernizing the maritime and port fleet, are
key recommendations of this study to enhance Iran's transit position.

Extended Abstract

Introduction
The role of transit infrastructure in fostering trade and economic growth in today's interconnected world is

undeniable, serving as the backbone of international trade. Moreover, improving communication infrastructure in
countries with advantageous geographical locations enables them to generate significant revenues from their
transit potential while boosting employment opportunities. Currently, enhancing logistics performance has
become a key objective for economic development. Iran, with its strategic geographical location, access to seas,
and position along the North-South Corridor, holds a considerable transit advantage. By expanding
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communication infrastructures in its coastal and hinterland areas and establishing reliable and efficient
connections, Iran can effectively capitalize on these advantages to increase foreign exchange revenues and
elevate its strategic regional position. This necessitates a clear understanding and articulation of Iran’s transit and
maritime infrastructure capabilities to secure its progress among regional competitors.

Methodology
This research employs a descriptive-analytical approach due to its thematic nature. The data has been gathered

through library research, utilizing statistical reports, books, articles, and online resources.

Results and discussion
In Iran, maritime transportation and goods transit begin at ports, which serve as gateways for international trade.

With over 11 major commercial ports and 183 small to medium-sized ports, Iran supports extensive commercial
and transit activities. These ports play a pivotal role in exporting and importing goods and passengers, facilitated
by road and rail connectivity to hinterlands. The total capacity of these ports is estimated at 264 million tons,
with a container handling capacity of 8 million TEUs. Additionally, they can accommodate nearly 25 million
passengers annually. With enhanced port logistics, their competitiveness on regional and global scales can be
significantly improved. Geographically, these ports span 19,429 hectares, encompassing 39 kilometers of quays.
The open storage areas and warehouses cover 1,351 hectares, while covered warehouses, critical for cargo
handling, occupy about 1,283 hectares.

Iran's maritime fleet comprises 254 ships with a total cargo-carrying capacity of approximately 19.25 million
tons. According to the World Bank’s 2018 Logistics Performance Index, Iran scored 2.85 out of 5, ranking 64th
among 160 countries. The World Economic Forum's annual Sea Transport Infrastructure Quality Index places
Iran 10th in the region and 72nd globally, highlighting deficiencies in maritime transit and associated
infrastructure.

Iran's share in global container handling is relatively minor—2.37 million TEUs, accounting for 5.9% of the
Persian Gulf region, 0.6% of Asia, and 0.32% of global operations—despite its substantial potential. Key
challenges in Iran’s maritime transit infrastructure include overlapping responsibilities and conflicting policies
among regulatory bodies, the absence of unified management in commercial ports, an aging transit fleet failing
to meet international standards, and a severe lack of financial resources for advanced maritime services and port
infrastructure development. Additional issues include inadequate integration of transportation modes,
insufficient connectivity between ports and hinterland networks (road, rail, and customs), international sanctions,
and limited engagement in global transit forums. Furthermore, intensified regional port competition,
underdeveloped infrastructure, slow adoption of new technologies, and low private sector investment exacerbate
these challenges.

Conclusion

Despite its Geoeconomic advantages in maritime logistics, Iran faces numerous barriers to improving its transit
logistics performance. These challenges have limited its share in maritime transit, allowing neighboring
countries to exploit Iran’s shortcomings to attract transit activities through their territories. Consequently, these
countries reap significant economic benefits that Iran has been unable to achieve.
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