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Abstract

Today, climate change is considered as the main threat to water security in the world. The future peace and
security of the world is the closely related to the issue of weather and climate change. the water shortage crisis is
a crisis that both Iran and the international community are facing in varying degrees. Due to the location of
Khuzestan province in the arid and semi- arid region of the west of the country, as well as successive droughts,
in terms of water resources and the supply of drinking water, agriculture and industry have faced a kind of crisis.
This has made it necessary to investigate and explain the security consequences of drought and water tensions
resulting from it in Khuzestan province. In terms of purpose, this research is fundamental applied, and in terms
of data it is considered a quantitative and qualitative (mixed) type of research. Which has been done in a
descriptive- analytical way, and document research and field studies (questionnaires, interviews) have been used
to collect data. In this research, in the first part, using statistical tests, the effect of drought and water stress on
security in Khuzestan province was discussed. Then, using the swat method in order to analyze the strengths and
weaknesses, threats and opportunities of khuzestan province in facing the effects and consequences of drought.
The findings of the research show that, in the context of the impact of drought and water tensions resulting from
it on the security of Khuzestan province, it should be said; the greatest impact on the change of land use with and
average of 3.70 and the decrease in the amount of investment in the province with an average of 3.41, and the
least impact on the aggravation of financial poverty and income sources The decrease in the quality of water
resources in the province respectively with the averages of 2.47 and has had 2.96. according to the scoring of the
existing items from the swat model, a total score of 1.66 internal factors (0.632 strengths and 1.33 weaknesses)
and 1.90 external factors (0.776 opportunities and 1.13 threats) has been obtained; increase in the price of inputs,
decrease in cultivated area of crops, increase in stress and psychological pressure, insecurity and decrease in
purchasing power, decrease in the quality of water resources have had a greater impact than drought and water
stress in the region. These factors had a high priority. The findings of the research show that the water crisis in
this province can lead to ethnic, local, national and regional tensions, increase in immigration, increase in crime
rate, lack of trust in the central government, etc.

Keywords: drought, water stress, security, Khuzestan.

Highlight
- Socio-economic factors are the most affected by droughts and water crisis in the region.
- Water tension in Khuzestan province can provide the basis for the escalation of ethnic and trible conflicts and
tension.

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Climate change is considered as one of the most important crises of the 21st century that affects all aspects of
human life and is a global environmental phenomenon that has involved many countries around the world.
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Climate change has affected almost all societies and economies and created environmental issues and problems
around the world. Water tensions are seen in most countries of the Middle East and dry regions of the world.
Water tensions in the internal level of the countries are also seen among the residents of rural and urban places.
Drought is a phenomenon that occurs every few years as a result of a decrease in the amount of rainfall
compared to the long-term normal amount in any climate. Lack of water and the demand for it as an
environmental issue is a suitable ground for social crises that can threaten the survival and life of a system, its
citizens and residents as a system inside and outside with its economic, social and political effects and
consequences.

Methodology

This research is considered fundamental-applicative in terms of objective and quantitative-qualitative (mixed) in
terms of data, and is based on the analytical descriptive method. In this research, the purposeful sampling
method (between experts, elites and experts) is used to complete the research information using a designed
questionnaire. Sampling was done in a completely purposeful way using the snowball method until the saturation
theory was reached. In this research, in the first part, using statistical tests, the impact of drought and water stress
on security in Khuzestan province was discussed, then using the SWAT method to analyze the strengths and
weaknesses, threats and opportunities of Khuzestan province in facing the effects and consequences. Drought
has been addressed.

Results and discussion

The climatic phenomenon of drought begins very slowly in the region and gradually accelerates.
Considering that drought is one of the unstructured phenomena, the study of determining its beginning and end is
very difficult and timed, and drought can be felt and touched when the effects of drought show economically,
socially and environmentally in the region; And one of the most important climatic and natural phenomena
affecting the field of security, especially economic security, is the phenomenon of drought, the effects of which
gradually involve the infrastructural and superstructure areas and over time provide the context for tension and
insecurity in residential environments and spaces, which Khuzestan province is one of the most important
provinces. It is considered to be related to the water and agriculture of the country, and any change in the
province's water supply can have positive and negative effects on agriculture and social-economic security.
According to the findings of the research, the most important strengths (S) at the provincial level are the
establishment of social security in the region, understanding of the environmental conditions, the positive
attitude of the officials of the region towards the phenomenon of drought and water tensions resulting from it,
which are the most important factors and factors affecting social security - They are economic in the province.
On the other hand, the most important weak points (W) of the effects of drought and water stress on socio-
economic security in the studied area are: increase in the price of inputs, loss of livestock and decrease in
livestock activities, decrease in the cultivated area of crops, increase in stress and psychological pressure. Also,
the most important opportunities (0) to prevent and reduce the negative effects of the studied pattern and turn
them into strengths in the field of developing the proposed approach in Khuzestan province are: special
geographical location (access to the sea), media and social networks, changing the pattern of agricultural crops
.Finally, the most important threat points (T) in the context of the effects of drought and water tensions resulting
from it on socio-economic security in the study area are: financial poverty and income sources, land use change,
reduction in the quality of water resources.

Conclusion

According to the findings of the SWOT model, internal factors are strengths and weaknesses, and external
factors are opportunities and threats. Based on the investigations, the number of 11 internal strengths against 13
internal weaknesses and the number of 11 external opportunities against 12 external threats were determined.
In total, 24 strengths and opportunities have been identified as advantages and 23 weaknesses and threats have
been identified as limitations to the social-economic security of Khuzestan province in the face of the drought
phenomenon. According to the results obtained from the sum of the internal and external factors of each of the
discussed strategies, the results of each strategy show that the competitive-offensive strategy (WT) has won the
highest score. used to reduce weak points and neutralize external threats.
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