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Abstract

The aim of this study was to analyze the status of rural tourism with a community-based approach in Guilan
Province. This research is applied in purpose and follows a descriptive-analytical approach. The statistical
population includes residents of villages with thriving tourism sectors as well as local business owners. To
determine the sample size, Morgan's table was used, identifying 384 individuals. However, to enhance reliability
and minimize errors, the sample size was expanded. Ultimately, 550 questionnaires were completed by villagers
and 220 by business owners. For data analysis, AMOS (version 24) was used to assess goodness-of-fit indices,
followed by path analysis in SPSS (version 26) to evaluate the state of community-based tourism in Guilan
Province. The findings reveal that management and sustainability of tourism businesses, ownership in tourism
activities, local employment, community participation in tourism initiatives, and equitable distribution of
benefits play a significant role in fostering community-based tourism in rural areas of Guilan. Therefore, by
creating a secure environment for local investment, providing essential facilities for easier access to financial
services, supporting youth entrepreneurship, and implementing legal protections for local communities, it is
possible to enhance and expand community-based tourism in the region.

Keywords: Community-Based Tourism, Rural Tourism, Tourism in Guilan Province, Local Benefits, Local
Community Employment.

Highlight

- Local community employment, active participation in tourism programs, and equity in benefit distribution are
influential and determining factors in the success of community-based rural tourism, and providing secure
investment conditions along with legal support can significantly contribute to the sustainable development of this
type of tourism.

- Active participation of the local community in the economic, social, and environmental domains is considered a
key indicator of the success of community-based tourism, and the role of non-governmental organizations in
educating and empowering local communities—especially in promoting gender equity and supporting women—is
highly effective.

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Guilan Province, one of the northern provinces of Iran, spans approximately 14,000 square kilometers. With its
numerous rural areas rich in tourism and ecotourism potential, the province can serve as a leading spatial model
for community-based rural tourism. By emphasizing local-scale functionality, small economic enterprises, active
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community participation, and the promotion of indigenous tourism, community-based tourism can greatly
contribute to the sustainable development of tourism in Guilan, particularly in its rural regions, fostering mutual
benefits for both hosts and visitors. Accordingly, this study aimed to analyze and assess the status of rural
tourism through a community-based approach. More specifically, it sought to answer the question:

What is the current state of community-based rural tourism in the study area?

Methodology

This research was applied in purpose and followed a descriptive-analytical approach. It was conducted with a
sample size of 770 individuals from rural areas in Guilan Province. The data collection methods included: library
research to gather information related to the study's literature and field research through observations and
questionnaires. The statistical population consisted of residents of villages with active tourism and rural business
owners. This study followed a quantitative approach, and its primary data collection tools were field studies and
questionnaires. The sample included 384 participants determined using Morgan’s table. However, to enhance
confidence levels and reduce errors, the sample size was expanded. The questionnaires were completed at two
levels: 550 questionnaires by rural residents. 220 questionnaires by business owners in targeted villages. For data
analysis, various statistical techniques were employed, including frequency distributions, percentages, Chi-
square test, and T-test. Finally, the AMOS (version 24) software was used to assess model fit and index quality,
followed by path analysis using SPSS (version 26) to evaluate the state of community-based tourism in Guilan
Province.

Results and discussion

Based on the path analysis model, five main indicators directly impact the status of community-based tourism in
rural areas of Guilan Province. Among them, management and sustainability in tourism businesses have the
greatest influence on the status of community-based tourism in the region. Factors such as the duration of
business operations, the level of investment made in tourism services, investment in traditional occupations, non-
governmental investments in tourism attractions, government investments in these attractions, the utilization of
existing natural resources in the villages, and the presence of economic units related to local products can all be
seen as elements that help clarify community-based tourism in the area.

Many local communities in the rural areas of Guilan Province benefit from the existing natural resources, and
some have made the most of these resources for job creation. However, these same rural residents' express
dissatisfaction with the level of investments, both public and private.

Other indicators that directly influence the status of community-based tourism in the region included local
community employment, with surveys indicating that approximately 60 to 70 percent of employment in the
villages is managed by local individuals and communities. Another important factor was ownership in tourism
businesses, which encompasses having a suitable location for launching tourism-related businesses, possessing
expertise in the relevant field, receiving training related to the business, and having access to facilities for
starting a business. Nearly all individuals in the villages considered these factors to be challenges; for instance,
in the case of ecotourism, residents may own land but lack the necessary land use for implementing projects or
face numerous challenges in obtaining funding.

In addition to these factors, there are many others that, while not directly influencing tourism, indirectly play a
role, such as fairness in local community benefits. This fairness leads to better management and sustainability in
rural businesses, subsequently encouraging participation in tourism program implementation. Ultimately, it can
be said that community-based tourism prevails in the region, as the profits derived from tourism benefit the local
community and contribute to its growth and development.

Conclusion

This study examined five key indicators influencing the development of community-based tourism in the rural
areas of Guilan Province: the status of ownership in businesses, local community employment, management and
sustainability in tourism businesses, participation in the implementation of tourism programs, and equity in local
community benefits (among women, men, ethnicities, and youth) to elucidate the status of community-based
tourism in Guilan Province. The research results indicated that all five indicators directly contribute to the
growth and sustainability of community-based tourism in rural Guilan. Regarding the indicator of management
and sustainability in tourism businesses, many local communities in the rural areas of Guilan Province benefit
from the existing natural resources, and some have maximized these resources for job creation. However, these
rural residents expressed dissatisfaction with the level of investments, both public and private. Consequently, it
is suggested that, concerning the indicator of equity in local benefits, further investment from both the private
and public sectors in community-based tourism in the villages should be made, especially in light of the poverty
conditions observed in the studied region.
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