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Abstract

In recent years, rural houses, like any other phenomenon, have been influenced by internal and external
factors, undergoing significant changes and transformations, and have had consequences such as human
alienation from the place and a decrease in the sense of place. The sense of belonging to the place is an
important factor in forming users' connection with the place and creating a high-quality environment.
Therefore, providing suitable rural housing, reconstruction, and renovation, usually followed to achieve a
more favorable spatial quality, requires knowledge of the factors affecting the sense of place in its
constituent elements. Therefore, the current research aimed to investigate the extent of the impact of the
quality of sustainable spatial components in fostering a sense of belonging to rural houses in Talesh. By
obtaining its structural knowledge of these components within the framework of indigenous architecture,
which can be transmitted to future generations like other principles, the research aimed to significantly
influence the design of contemporary rural structures. For this purpose, the information of this research has
been collected based on library studies and field observations. It was descriptive-analytical research, and
its data was collected through a survey method using a semantic difference questionnaire. The research
sample included 670 residents of rural houses in the Talesh region, the were selected by quota distribution.
After distributing and completing the questionnaires, correlation and regression tests were used in Spss
software to check the research data. The findings of this research showed that among the components of
the sustainable spatial model, the quality of the eco-territorial variable and its manifestation in the physical
environment of Talesh rural houses had the greatest effect on the sense of belonging of the people using
the space with an influence coefficient of 0.834%. Therefore, to increase the sense of place in Talesh rural
houses, its constituent elements should be recreated with shapes and materials compatible with the
environment and the place.
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Highlight

- The eco-territorial variable is the most effective component in increasing the sense of place in Talesh rural houses.

- The spatial variable among the components of sustainable place has the least effect on increasing the sense of place of Talesh
rural houses.

- The lack of use of local forms and materials has reduced the sense of belonging in Talesh rural houses.

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The sense of belonging to a place creates a strong bond between a person and a place, and people identify with the
place they belong to. The lack of sense of place and flexibility is one of the most obvious problems in rural areas
caused by the lack of sense of belonging to the space. In some rural areas, the lack of a sense of place has caused

1. This article has been extracted from Ph.D. thesis of the first author with the title of 'Codification of the Evolutionary
Framework of the Vernacular Architecture of Guilan's Plain Rural Houses' under the supervison of second author and advice
of third author at Department of Architecture, Kish International Branch, Islamic Azad University, Kish Island, Iran.

* Corresponding Author: yeganeh@modares.ac.ir


https://hgscaj.guilan.ac.ir/
https://orcid.org/0009-0000-4016-1931
https://orcid.org/0009-0005-7797-6102
https://orcid.org/0009-0004-7760-327X
https://doi.org/10.22124/gscaj.2024.26435.1287

justladl, g
S F T,

SCAJ https://hgscaj.guilan.ac.ir y &
eographical Studies of Coastal Areas Journal, 2025, 5(4), Serial 19, 57-78 ;’
Q\J - i

a lack of attachment and stability, and the emptying of inhabitants in those areas, and finally, people have migrated
to cities.

Paying attention to the sense of place plays a decisive role in the desirability of rural spaces, including houses.
Therefore, it is necessary to identify the most important and most prioritized criteria and measures of each of the
qualities that form rural houses that can lead to the formation of rural houses with an identity compatible with the
cultural and social realities of the society. So, considering the importance of a sense of belonging to a place in the
formation of people's relationship with the environment and in creating quality living environments, the present
research aimed to understand the impact of the quality of the components of the sustainable place model in creating
a sense of belonging to a place, so that by knowing these effects, the architecture of houses can be improved the
present rural houses. In other words, the current research aimed to answer these questions: how much do the
components of the sustainable spatial model affect people's sense of belonging? Is there a correlation between the
components of the sustainable place model in creating a sense of place belonging? To answer these questions, an
attempt has been made to investigate the Talesh local houses, which have unique characteristics as a manifestation
of art and beauty in the rural sector and can be used and expanded in the design and planning of the housing sector
today.

Methodology
The present research is descriptive-analytical. The data were collected using library and field studies. Descriptive

and inferential statistical analyses were conducted using SPSS software. The statistical population of this research
included all residents of the villages in Talesh City. From among them, 670 individuals were selected by quota
distribution as the research sample to respond to the questionnaire. The questionnaire was developed using
meaningful differentiation based on the paired attributes and bipolar characteristics. The scoring scale of this
questionnaire was the seven-point Likert attitude scale. The reliability of this questionnaire was measured using
Cronbach's alpha.

Results and discussion

The results of the Pearson correlation coefficient indicated that considering the changes in the architectural
patterns, in terms of mental perception, the physical and ecological components, with a correlation coefficient of
0.665, are the most important and influential components of sustainable rural houses in Talesh. This suggests that
in rural houses in Talesh the more the features compatible with the environment and locality appear and are in
harmony with the surrounding environment, the more the constructed structure will possess authenticity,
strengthening the residents' sense of belonging to their living space. Further regression analysis results indicated
that more attention should be paid to the ecological land variable to achieve a desirable sense of place in rural
houses. The ecological-land characteristics significantly impact individuals residing in rural houses with a
coefficient of 0.834. Regression analyses also revealed that meaningful, physical, activity-related, ecological-land,
and spatial features have the highest correlations with the variables such as emotional attachment, suitability of
materials, climatic comfort, materials compatible with the environment and locality, and an adequate number of
spaces, respectively.

Conclusion

The results indicated that the rural houses in Talesh encompass various meanings in terms of functional, social,
mental-cognitive, sensory, and symbolic aspects beyond their physical structure. To improve its physical-spatial
quality, it is necessary to use the characteristics of the territorial ecosystem. The results of field data suggested that
the formation of the meaning of house is associated with the presence of memories in the related place. With the
physical changes in contemporary houses and the increase in connection with nature, the possibility of making
memories should be created in the space. Given that the obtained results showed a significant correlation between
the physical quality and the ecological land quality, and the increase in the quality of one of these two variables
will significantly lead to an increase in the other variable, it is evident that the use of ecological-land features in
the Talesh region can enhance the sensory dimensions that play a crucial role in transforming a dwelling into a
house. Utilizing these features in the components constituting rural houses contributes to shape the foundations of
users' relationships with the environment, ultimately creating high-quality living environments by meeting
individuals' needs.
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