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Abstract

The coasts of Makran, in connection with the Indian Ocean, have wide capacities in the field of development
of maritime transport and transit of goods on an international scale. Investigations showed that investment
in the field of port infrastructure and the development of maritime transport capacities and trade and
commercial exchanges with the surrounding countries will be the basis for improving the country's
geopolitical status in the maritime field. Taking advantage of these geographical advantages can provide
economic and political development and help the region overcome geographical isolation. Therefore, the
development of maritime transport, in alignment with foreign policy, is considered one of the factors and
processes of power generation, which is a key focus of geopolitical studies. According to the nature of the
problem and its subject, the present research method was descriptive-analytical and applied studies. The
findings showed that paying attention to the geographical bases in the field of maritime transportation in
the Makran coast provides the basis for the activation of these capacities and, consequently, the sea-oriented
economic dynamics, which will increase the geopolitical and geoeconomic power and influence of Iran on
a regional and global scale. In this regard, Iran can prioritize the ports of this region and activate the North-
South and even West-East corridors to foster regional integration and promote local political and economic
development.
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Highlight

- The Makran coasts, due to their geographical connection with the Indian Ocean, possess geopolitical and geoeconomic
advantages on a global scale, which can enable Iran to overcome geostrategic constraints.

- By further activating corridors, particularly the North-South and East-West routes, and enhancing maritime transportation
through political and economic diplomacy, Iran's influence, especially in the Indian subcontinent and the Eurasian region,
can be strengthened.

- The formation of oceanic unions from a geopolitical perspective and infrastructural investments in maritime transportation
play a significant role in revitalizing the Makran coasts and advancing the political economy of this region.

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Makran coasts, located in southeastern Iran and connected to the Oman Sea and the Indian Ocean, provide a
vital maritime border necessary for marine transportation. These coasts facilitate the expansion of markets and
have the potential to transform economic activities significantly. Given the importance of maritime transport in
global trade, the coasts in question, with their significant potential in maritime transport, transit, and transshipment,
as well as their role in supporting trade and commerce development, enable Iran to capitalize on and implement
large-scale national development plans in political economy and maritime transport. This not only addresses
obstacles hindering regional development but also, through enhancing and utilizing the region's connectivity
capacities in maritime transport, facilitates substantial achievements in leveraging maritime-based economic
opportunities with an emphasis on diplomacy. Currently, the Makran region in connection with the Indian Ocean
is proposed as the transit axis of the Southeast Development Plan (Daryabari et al., 2017: 153). Thus, in
establishing extensive international communication, the importance of these coasts far surpasses that of the
northern borders. Approximately 80% of Iran's foreign trade volume is conducted via maritime routes, and oil, as
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Iran's most strategic export commodity, being transported through the sea. Achieving efficient maritime transport
can significantly impact Iran's economy on a global scale (Motalebi Korbekandi & Kefili, 2019: 122-127) and is
also of considerable geopolitical importance.

Methodology

This research was applied in nature. The method was qualitative. Data collection was conducted through a library-
based approach. Note-taking tools were utilized to extract information from reports, articles, books, and reputable
websites. Given the research problem and its nature, the research method was descriptive-analytical.

Results and discussion

Given the geopolitical capacities of maritime transport in southeastern Iran, which position the Makran coasts as
a strategic hub rather than a connectivity constraint, Iran can increase its access to surrounding regions and transit
corridors to create new opportunities for fostering relationships with neighboring countries. With approximately
2,000 kilometers of maritime borders along international waters and neighboring countries engaged in regional
geopolitics, Iran's Makran coastal and inland areas offer important transit potential for facilitating the movement
of goods and passengers through third countries. This highlights the growing importance of the Chabahar logistics
axis development and activation project. Utilizing these capacities and capabilities as a national initiative is
essential for achieving long-term sustainable development. Given the undeniable and increasingly evident role of
transportation in the sustainable development of countries, the integration of advanced technologies alongside a
focus on enhancement and efficiency has led decision-makers to prioritize greater investment. Based on economic
forecasts, nations can boost their gross domestic product (GDP) by increasing international transit operations. This,
in turn, emphasizes Iran's significant role in shaping regional and global relations and policies. Southeastern Iran,
with its unique geopolitical and geoeconomic importance, holds the potential to play an important role in this
context (Ghazizadeh, 1401: 80).

Finally, the geopolitical importance of Iran's maritime transportation can be summarized as follows: given
Iran's capacities in maritime transportation, the impact of which can be observed on international communities,
the country holds substantial potential for development in this sector. By focusing on this critical area and
addressing the necessities of advancing it, Iran can overcome its isolation and constraints in the southeast,
positioning itself to achieve maritime power and control over key sea routes. Therefore, with access to other
maritime zones to provide navigation services, as well as access to other oceans on international routes, it has
increased the active role of the Southeast transit corridor.

Conclusion

The Makran coast in southeastern Iran is considered Iran's breathing corridor in the oceanic realm, holding strategic
importance for economic, commercial, and political development. From a geopolitical perspective, this region has
potential communication capacities that can be used to enhance the country's geopolitical position and status on a
national, regional, and global scale. The development of ports along with the Makran coast will increase the
capacity to accept heavy and semi-heavy vessels and expand services to all types of vessels, especially bunkering
(fueling ships), due to the geographical location and appropriate depth of this region. High reception capacity,
cost-effectiveness of shipping services, connection to international shipping routes, reduced traffic density
compared to the ports in the southern Persian Gulf countries, especially the Fujairah Port in the UAE,
environmental advantages, stability and security, and multimodal connectivity with Central and South Asia transit
corridors are among the strategic advantages of the Makran coast in relation to the maritime transport development.
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