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Abstract P

The handicrafts value chain is an economic system comprising a network of actors and business activities
that evolve and trade a product, from primary producers to final consumers, creating economic value for
each actor in the network. Also, the tourism industry, as the sector most closely linked to handicrafts, plays
a vital role in creating and expanding markets for handicraft products. This study examined the concept and
process of the handicrafts value chain in Asherstaq rural destrict, the city of Behshahr, Mazandaran
Province, as an example of villages with relatively similar conditions, especially in northern regions of the
country. The research was conducted through the distribution of questionnaires among local residents and
relevant experts, with data analysis performed using SPSS software and the one-sample independent T-test.
The analysis of handicrafts value chain indicators across seven variables showed that all seven elements
including, consumer, producer, processor, retailer, wholesaler, supplier, and facilitator exist and exert
influence within the studied area. The highest average impact was observed in the roles of "facilitator" and
"retailer,” while the lowest relative impact was recorded for the components of "producer™ and "consumer."

Keywords: Tourism industry, handicraft value chain, value chain indicators, Asher Stagh district, Mazandaran.

Highlight
- Handicrafts are considered an important part of human cultural products in the field of heritage tourism..
- The significance of all 7 components of the handicraft value chain structure has been confirmed with a value of zero.
- Handicrafts are considered one of the most important potentials in cultural heritage tourism.

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Due to their economic nature, rural handicrafts are deeply intertwined with the concepts of economic development,
serving as a medium to convey villagers' identities to customers through social, cultural, and ethnic messages.
Promoting the production and sale of ethnic handicrafts in tourism destinations achieves two primary objectives:
introducing the culture of the destination to visitors and generating income for the local community. Handicrafts
represent a significant economic mechanism, playing a crucial role in the local economy. Their development and
revival in rural areas can enhance local products, productivity, job opportunities, basic needs provision, and
establish linkages with other economic sectors, including tourism, thereby reducing regional disparities. Given the
numerous benefits of rural industries, their development emerges as the most effective strategy for mobilizing the
rural economy. The handicrafts value chain represents an economic system comprising a network of actors and
business activities involved in evolving and trading the product, from primary producers to final consumers, while
generating economic value for each participant. The tourism industry, closely connected to handicrafts, plays a
pivotal role in creating and expanding markets for these products. This research explores the status of handicrafts
value chain indicators, with a case study conducted in Asherstagh village, Behshahr city, Mazandaran province.

!, This article is adopted from the author’s phd dissertation titled “Exploring the Value Chain of Handicrafts in
the Development of Rural Tourism (Case Study: Ashrestagh Dehestan, Behshahr).” The dissertation was
conducted at Islamic Azad University, Science and Research Branch, by the first author under the supervision of
the corresponding author
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Methodology

The problem investigation method employed is a mixed qualitative-quantitative approach, with an emphasis on
the quantitative method. The statistical population of the study included all 37 villages or settlements in the
Asherstagh area of the Yaneh-Sar section, Behshahr city. The total population of the study area, encompassing the
entire Asherstagh region of the Yaneh-Sar Behshahr district, is 4,079 individuals across 1,336 households.
Cochran's formula was used to determine the sample size, estimating 296 samples. However, due to researcher
limitations and the exclusion of incomplete questionnaires, 210 valid questionnaires were ultimately retained.
These questionnaires were distributed randomly and proportionally across the settlements in the study area and
included responses from experts familiar with the economy, tourism, and cultural heritage of the province. The
validity of the research was confirmed through consulting professors and technical experts, while the reliability
was verified with a Cronbach's alpha index of 0.643.

Results and discussion

The analysis of handicrafts value chain indicators was conducted using seven variables: consumer, producer,
completer, retailer, wholesaler, supplier, and facilitator. Thirty-one questions were investigated to assess the status
indicators of the handicrafts value chain, all showing significance levels close to zero. The general results of the
analysis, based on 210 questionnaires, yielded an average of 3.28, a standard deviation of 0.57, and a standard
error of 0.039. The significance of all the components of the handicrafts value chain, including all seven variables,
was confirmed with a value of zero. According to the analysis results, all seven components of the value chain
existed in the studied area and were effective. The 'facilitator' role had the highest average impact with a score of
3.6, followed by the 'retailer' component with 3.5, and the ‘completer' component with an average of 3.4. The
‘producer' and ‘consumer' components recorded the lowest relative impacts, with averages of 2.7 and 2.8,
respectively.

Conclusion

In general, the analysis of handicraft value chain indicators across seven variables—consumer, producer,
completer, retailer, wholesaler, supplier, and facilitator—shows that all seven variables exist in the studied area
and have been effective. The highest average impacts were recorded in the roles of 'facilitator' and 'retailer', while
the lowest relative impacts were observed in the ‘producer' and ‘consumer' components.
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