At Ldl g
\)!r‘a‘ D

o R { 3
SCAJ https://hgscaj.guilan.ac.ir % & _
eographical Studies of Coastal Areas Journal, Year 3, Vol 3, Serial 10, Autumn 2022. 51-63 ,
\ e/
e

4""1""’51‘..“;»:, o<

Research Paper

Residential Preferences of the Creative Class of Rasht and the Factors
Influencing It

Farhad Nazari"®, Maryam Jafari Mehrabadi 2©, Mahmoud Davoudi 2

1. Master of Science of Geography and Urban planning, Department of Geography, University of Guilan, Rasht, Iran.
2. Assistant Professor, Department of Geography, University of Guilan, Rasht, Iran.

d- ' pol: 10.22124/GSCA)J.2022.20759.1115 Received: 2021/10/05
@ DOR: 20.1001.1.27831191.1401.3.3.4.1 Accepted: 2022/01/29
Abstract

In new urban theories, what causes the economic development of a region is the presence of creative human
forces in that region. Meanwhile, traditional factors such as geographical location, access, etc., are dimmed
because the creative class's presence in a city can overshadow other factors of economic growth. Therefore,
paying attention to the residential characteristics of the creative class and their preferences for living in a
specific location in cities is one of the important issues in the urban development. The study has evaluated
the factors influencing the residential preferences of the creative class of Rasht city. The main purpose of
this research was to investigate the factors influencing the residential preferences of the creative class of
Rasht city. It was a descriptive-analytical study. Data was collected through documentary and field studies.
384 questionnaires were distributed among the creative class members in Rasht city. The data were
analyzed using Friedman, Sign, and Wilcoxon tests. Findings showed that classic factors significantly
contributed to the residential preferences of the creative class of Rasht city, and the influence of soft factors
was less than the classic factors. Also, the findings of the research have shown that the desire and preference
of the creative class to live in the inner layers of the city is high, and as we move from the initial layers of
the city to the periphery, the concentration of the residential preference of the creative class has decreased.
According to the results, the neighborhoods where people of the creative class of Rasht city prefer to live
included Manzariyeh, Golsar and Giulan Boulevard, Moalem, Bazaar, Cactous, Ziabri, Felestin, Nikmaram,
and Park Shahr.
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Highlight
- Due to the role of the creative class in economic development and the growth of cities, the need to pay attention to urban
planning in accordance with the taste of these occupational groups in the world, especially in developed countries, has
received increasing attention. In developing countries such as Iran, where the emphasis is on maintaining creative forces
in the country, this issue is of double importance. One of the ways to preserve these creative forces in the country is to
consider their living conditions in the cities.

Extended Abstract

Introduction
In new urban theories, what causes the economic development of a region is the presence of creative human forces

in that region. Meanwhile, traditional factors such as geographical location, access, etc., are dimmed because the
creative class's presence in a city can overshadow other factors of economic growth. Therefore, paying attention
to the residential characteristics of the creative class and their preferences for living in a specific location in cities
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is one of the important issues in the development of cities. This study has evaluated the factors influencing the
residential preferences of the creative class of Rasht city. The basic purpose of this research is to identify the
residential preferences of the creative class of Rasht according to the classical and soft factors. This article seeks
to answer the following questions:

1. What factors influence the residential preferences of the creative class of Rasht city? Are the classical factors
more important than soft factors?

2. Does moving away from the city center decrease the residential preferences of the creative class of Rasht city?
3. Is there any difference between the residential preferences of the creative class and their current residence in
Rasht city?

Methodology

It was a descriptive-analytical study. In terms of duration, it was cross-sectional research Data was collected
through documentary and field studies. The hypotheses of this research have been analyzed and tested using SPSS
software. After some modifications and alterations, the validity of the researcher-made questionnaire has been
confirmed by the professors of urban affairs. Cronbach's Alpha was computed to assess the questionnaire reliability
(a=0.706), indicating the questionnaire's appropriate and high reliability. 384 questionnaires have been distributed
among the creative class members in Rasht, and the data have been analyzed using SPSS software and Friedman,
Sign, and Wilcoxon's statistical tests. The research variables were extracted using documentary studies, which
included 2 dimensions of classical and soft criteria, 16 sub-criteria, and 59 items. Soft criteria included: factors
related to leisure, cultural facilities, neighborhoods with outstanding artistic features in which people feel very
comfortable, having many restaurants and cafes, and having the characteristics of freedom and the capacity to
accept cultural diversity. Classical criteria also included demographic and economic factors that effectively choose
the location of normal employees.

Results and discussion

Friedman's test was used to measure the effect of soft and classical factors on the residential preferences of the
creative class of Rasht City. There is a difference in the residential preference of the creative class of Rasht city
referring to the value of the Chi-Square test (38.76, P>0.05). According to the mean rank of the two general
categories of classical factors (1.66) and soft factors (1.34), the effect of classical factors on residential preferences
of the creative class of Rasht city is more than soft factors. The most important factors in the residential preferences
of the creative class included the characteristics of the residence, busy streets full of facilities, environmental
issues, life cycle, security, tolerance and diversity, locality and health. Also, these factors have the least importance
in the residential preferences of the creative class: Ethnic-linguistic factors, Cost of Living, Historical factors,
Income, Marginalization, Educational-artistic spaces, Workplace access and Recreational spaces.

The value of the Z test and the significance level (S=0.000) indicated the significance of the apparent difference

in the selection of residential preferences of the creative class. Also, in addition to the significance of the difference
between the residential preferences of the creative class and their current residential environment, we can get a
better view of the residential preference situation of the creative class by specifying the difference. Therefore, the
number of those whose current residence is equal to their residential preferences is around 122 cases or 31.77% of
the statistical sample. Therefore, about a third of the creative class people live exactly in residential environments
that are equal to their preferences and desires. The total number of people whose residential preference is different
from their desired place of residence is about 262 people, or 68.23% of our full statistical sample. In other words,
the current living environment of more than two-thirds of the people of the creative class of Rasht differs from
their preferences and desires. Florida's creative class theory considers soft factors' influence on creative people's
residential preference to be more effective than classical factors and insists on reducing the influence of classical
factors in its theories. However, the results indicated that the influence of classical factors on the selection and
preference of the residential environment for creative people is more effective. Also, it should be acknowledged
that soft factors are not entirely unaffected, and they are also effective in the residential preferences of the creative
class of Rasht city. Yet, the extent of this effect is less than the effect of classical factors. Furthermore, the results
differ from those in America and are in line with some European studies. Therefore, the current article violates the
assumption that all people who introduced as the creative class necessarily choose their residential preferences
based on a number of specific factors (soft factors); but their residential preferences are based on a combination
of classical and soft factors.
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Conclusion
The research findings show that the level of desire and preference of the creative class in the inner layers of the

city is high, and as we move from the initial layers of the city to the surrounding area, the concentration of the
residential preference of the creative class is reduced. According to the results of this study, the neighborhoods
where creative people prefer to live in Rasht have been: Manzarieh (25%), Golsar and Guilan Blvd (21%), Moalem
(15%), Bazaar (14%), Cactous (10%), Ziabari (8%), Felestin (3%), Nikmaram (2%), Park Shahr (1%).
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